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Introduction

• Laws are the rules formulated in a society to ensure that it is governed efficiently are known as laws.

• A constitution is a set of written rules and fundamental principles, according to which a country is
governed.

•Amendment is a change or addition to a law.

•The Untouchability (Offences) Act, 1955, prohibits the practice of untouchability in the country.In 1961,
The Dowry Prohibition Act was passed by the government.

•In 1986 ,the law also prescribed conviction for up to five years or a fine up to fifteen thousand rupees.

•The rule of law refers to the supremacy of the law in the country. It provides equal rights and protection
by the law.

•The rules formulated in a society to ensure that it is governed efficiently are known as laws.

•Dissent is important in a country to bring about changes in society.

•Anti arrack movement was started by the women of Nellore district, Andhra Pradesh .They showed the
agitation against the sale of arrack.The women complained about the increased consumption of
arrack,country liquor, by their husbands.The movement spread to other other parts of the state.As a
result the government had to impose ban on the sale of arrack.

_________________________________________________________________________________________



Question & Answers

D. Answer the following questions in brief.

Q1What do you understand by law?

Ans. The rules formulated in a society to ensure that it is governed efficiently are known as laws.

Q2. Define Constitution.

Ans. A constitution is a set of written rules and fundamental principles, according to which, a country is
governed.

Q3. Name the act that prohibits the practice of untouchability in the country.

Ans. The Untouchability (Offences) Act, 1955, prohibits the practice of untouchability in the country.

Q4. What is the Dowry Prohibition Act of 1961?

Ans. The Dowry Prohibition Act of 1961 was passed by the government to prohibit the demand, payment and
acceptance of dowry in the society.

Q5. What is the rule of law?

Ans. The rule of law refers to the supremacy of the law in the country. It provides equal rights and protection
by the law to all citizens of the country.

_________________________________________________________________________________________



E. Answer the following questions in detail.

Q1. How are rules important for a society?

Ans. i) Rules are important for a society as they provide a course of conduct to the members of a society.

ii)They guide on what should be done and what not in order to ensure the welfare of all in the society .

iii)They see to it that a less powerful person or group is not dominated or treated unfairly by the powerful
person or group in the society.

iv) They serve as an agent of change against the challenged practices in the society

v)They outline the structure of the government and empower it to formulate policies for the betterment of all.
Thus, laws bring security and order in the society.

vi) Thus,laws bring order and security in the society.They help people to progress and protect them from chaos
and unfair practices.

Q2. How do you think the constitution of India has played an important role in the country? Substantiate
your answer with real-life examples.

Ans. i) A constitution is a set of written rules and principles, according to which, a country is governed

ii) The Constitution of India has played an important role by securing to all its citizens social, economic, and
political justice; liberty; and equality

iii) For example, as a step towards prohibiting discrimination against women, the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961
was passed by the government.

iv) In 1986, the law also prescribed conviction for up to five years or a fine up to fifteen thousand rupees or the
amount of the dowry against the people who demanded or accepted dowry.

v) The provisions of the Constitution of India also led to the passing and enactment of the Untouchability
(Offences) Act, 1955, prohibited untouchability and outlined punishments for the violators of law in the form of
imprisonment and fine.



Q3. Dissent is important in a country to bring about changes in the society.Elucidate with reference to the
anti - arrack movement.

Ans. i) Dissent is important in a country to bring about changes in society

ii) For example, in the early 1990s, women in the Nellore district of Andhra Pradesh enrolled in the adult
literacy programme.

iii) During one of the discussions in this programme, the women started complaining about the increased
consumption of arrack, country liquor, by their husbands

iv) The increased consumption was ruining the physical and mental health of the people in the village along
with increasing the debt of the families.

v) It had further deteriorated the condition of women who had to take care of the economic problems of their
families while bearing violence from their husbands.

vi) Eventually, women came together to spearhead an agitation against the sale of arrack. They forced the
closure of wine shops.

vii) The movement came to be known as the anti-arrack or anti-liquor movement.

viii) Gradually, the movement spread to other parts of the state and expanded its scope from being a protest
against the sale of liquor to protest against domestic violence, dowry system, and sexual abuse.

ix) As a result, the government not only had to impose a ban on the sale of arrack, but also passed other laws to
address the issues faced by the women of the state.

Q4. The Dowry Prohibition Act changed the position of women in India. Discuss in favour of or against
the statement.

Ans. i) Yes, the Dowry Prohibition Act changed the position of women in India to some extent.

ii)The dowry system refers to the practice of payment and acceptance of gifts, in the form of goods, cash, and
property, by the family of a bride to the family of a groom, respectively.

iii) Earlier, the dowry was given by the family of a bride out of their will.

iv)However, over the years, it became an obligation on the bride’s family to give dowry as asked for by the
groom’s family.

v) As a result, girls who could not get dowry had to face severe physical and mental problems

vi) In 1961, when the Dowry Prohibition Act was passed by the government, it prohibited the demand, payment,
and acceptance of dowry in the society.

vii) The Act was further strengthened in 1981 when paying and accepting dowry became a punishable offence.



viii) In 1986, the law also prescribed conviction for up to five years or a fine up to fifteen thousand rupees or the
amount of the dowry against the people who demanded or accepted dowry.

Q5. Do you think the rule of law has established equality in India.Substantiate your answer with
appropriate examples.

Ans. Yes, the rule of law has established equality in India .

i) The rule of law refers to the supremacy of the law in the country that provides equal rights and protection to
all the citizens of the country.

ii) Due to the establishment of the rule of law, the people holding positions in the government discharge their
duties in accordance with the law and formulate policies in the interests of the people.

iii) For example, in order to ensure social equality and thus prohibit discrimination on the grounds of class,
caste, gender, religion, and place of birth, the government passed the Untouchability (Offences) Act, 1955.

iv) This act prohibited untouchability and outlined punishments for the violators of law in the form of
imprisonment and fine.

v) Similarly, the Dowry Prohibition Act aims at establishing gender equality and uplift the stature of women in
the country.
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